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USA Documentation Requirements
US citizens planning to marry in Italy must present certain documents and comply with specific requirements of Italian law in order to obtain a marriage license.

The following list of documents is required:

· Valid US passport (members of US Armed Forces can present their ID card  along with a permission to marry issued by their Commanding Officer

· Birth certificate (original or certified copy)

· A final divorce decree or death certificate of the previous spouse (if applicable)
· Atto Notorio: This is a declaration stating that according to the laws to which the citizen is subject in the US there is no obstacle to  marriage. This declaration is to be sworn to by two witnesses (of any nationality) over 18 with current photo ID. This declaration is best obtained at a Consulate of Italy in the US before leaving the United States.

· Affidavit: To be sworn to by the US citizen before a US Consul commissioned in Italy stating that there is no legal impediment to the marriage, according to the laws of the State of which the citizen is a resident. This is a document of no impediment, often referred to as a ‘Nulla Osta’ by Italian authorities.

Notes

 Under Italian law, all public documents – regardless of their origin – are considered valid for only six months from the date of issue. Americans are therefore advised to make sure that all documents to be submitted to Italian authorities have not been issued more than six months ahead of the marriage.

All documents originating outside Italy (birth certificate, divorce decree, etc.) must be translated into Italian. Both the original documents and the translations must be legalized for use in Italy with the so-called ‘Apostille’ stamp. In the US, the Apostille stamp is placed by the Secretary of State in the State where the document was issued. 

A US citizen does not acquire Italian citizenship through marriage to an Italian. An Italian does not become a US citizen through marriage to a US citizen.
